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SUBJECT: SOVIETS CONTACT EMBASSY OFFICER,

1. On Novembter 3, the reporting officer accompanied Amtessidor Caffery
to the Soviet Legation %5 return the eourtesy call of the new Seviet Minister
%o (aivo, Mr, Scled. While Amtessador Geffery and the Soviet Minister wers
conversing, the repertisg offfcer taiked im another roem with Vikenti P,
Scbelev, First Beczelary and private secvetary to the Minister, (Sebolevw
agcompenied the Minister when the Iatter paid his ecurtesy call on Ambassador
Caffery on October 28 and s&t in on the meeting). Sobolev was not at all
reticent and talked sbout himself in an open and friendly manner, He told
the reporting officer the follewings (the comversation was in French)

Age 38, ILives in & furnished apertment on Hishmat Pasha for which he
pays LE 40 monthly. He was stationed in Cairo from the end of World War IT
until the fall of 1952 when he veturned to Mescow. He fell i1l there. He
came back to Cairo in eariy October 1953, Has also served in Paris and Iondon,.
He ghose specimlization in the Middle Bast (he attended Moscow's Oriental Insti-
tute) and hms visited most of the countries in this avea, He glaims that in
s addition to French, he spesks Axabic and that he understands English and some
: Gexxan, His wife and smell child are now in Moy zow, but will join him soon,
He remarked that the repo riing officer must live close to the Soviet legation
a8 he had seen him several times and had recognized him from his pietures in

the newspipers.,

2. The next approach eeccurred en ths evening of November 5. Serge G.
Trokhien, A tiache, came uninvited %o the apartment of the reperting officer -
at 8 o'alock in the evening on the pretext of asking whether, as the American
Ambassadurts seerstary, he should be invited to the Soviet Revolution Reception
on November 7. Trokhien stayed for an hour and talked freely about himself.

He said he lived in the sams apartment bullding, and that therefore "friendship
should exist". He invited the officer to drop down to his apartment et any time
for & drink of odka and to meet his fanily. In the course of the conversation
Irgkhien vas caught in meny inconsistencies and sometimes outright fabrications.
(For further infermation about Trokhien ses weferenced despatdh and enclesure).

3. The third step toward establishing friendly contact cceurred at the
Boviet Reception on November 7 when Trokhien invited the officer tc come to his
apariment on & specific futwre date (ses reference).
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j 4. The Iatest contact was at the abovementioned dinner with Trokhien
{see enclosure).

Commerts

Since the dinner, Treokhien bas not tried to mmke further sontaect with
the reporting officer. The reporting officeris apartment has been inspected
to make eertain that no mierephones or other devices were pleesed in his
rooms while he was dining with Trokhien. CAS was given a full report on
each of the above sonversations and interviews after they occurred.,

The situation 1s compliiented by the fegt that the reportlng officer
51111 has relatives in Soviet-controiled Hungary (though he is not clome
to them). So far, it ¢annot be aseertained 1f these deliberats attempts
to get on firiendiy terms with the reporting officer are just & part of the
new Seviet pesee offensive or 1f more sinister reasons are behind 1%.

' JefFerson Caffery
Englesure: (Confidential) 4‘

Memo of Conversation with . ‘
Trokhien, November 16, 1953, L
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